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potent atonement: I mean those prayers, still addressed
to God, which, supplicate that our present and future
good may be advanced by the merits of departed
mortals, that by their merits our sins may be forgiven,
and our salvation secured; that by their merits our
souls may be made fit for celestial joys, and be finally
admitted into heaven.

Of these prayers the Roman Breviary contains a
great variety of examples, some exceeding others very
much in their apparent forgetfulness and disregard of
the merits of the only Saviour, and consequently far
more shocking to the reason and affections of us who
hold it a point of conscience to make the merits of
Christ alone, all in all, exclusive of any other to be
joined with them, the only ground of our acceptance
with God.

We find an example of this prayer in the collect on
the day of St. Saturnine. " O God, who grantest us
to enjoy the birth-day of the blessed Saturnine, thy
martyr, grant that we may be aided by his merits,
through the Lord'."

Another example, in which the supplicants plead for
deliverance from hell, to be obtained by the merits and
prayers of the saint together, is the Collect for Decem-
ber 6th, the day of St. Nicolas.

" O God, who didst adorn the blessed Pontiff Nicolas
with unnumbered miracles, grant, we beseech Thee,
that by his merits and prayers we may be set free from
the fires of hell2, through," &c.

Another example, in like manner specifying both the
merits and intercession of the departed saint, contains

1  Ejus nos tribue mentis adjuvari per Donrinum. A. 544.

2  Ut ejus meritis et precibus a gehennae  incendiis liberemur.
H. 436.